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Coming in December
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Rain Showers Break Dry Conditions

In contrast to the previous week’s dry conditions, last week’s gentle rain showers fell Thursday and lasted
well into the weekend throughout the state.  Consequently, Maryland farmers had an average of only 3.8 days
suitable for field work.  Precipitation for the week ranged from 0.8 inches in Garrett County to 3.7 inches
in Wicomico County.  All counties have received above average amounts of moisture for the month to date
due to last week’s showers, although rain accumulation for the year is less than average for most counties.
Departures ranged from 0.3 inches above normal in Charles County to 2.4 inches above normal in Dorchester
County.

The moisture is expected to ensure good establishment for small grains.  Planting activities continue to
advance ahead of schedule despite the rain.  Barley is 69 percent planted, 6 percent more than last year, and
14 percent ahead of the five year average.  Barley is in mostly good condition with 9 percent rated fair, 75
percent good, and 16 percent excellent.  Winter wheat is 33 percent planted, 13 percent ahead of last year,
and 14 percent ahead of the average.  Wheat is rated 1 percent poor, 15 percent in fair condition, 74 percent
good, and 10 percent excellent.

While the rain helped to replenish topsoil and subsoil moisture, only a small amount ran off to restore ponds
and streams.  Topsoil is rated 10 percent surplus, 68 percent adequate, 18 percent short, and 4 percent very
short.  Thirty-two percent of subsoil is rated in adequate supply, 47 percent short, and 21 percent very short.

MARYLAND'S CROP PROGRESS FOR WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 13, 2002 (PERCENT)

ITEM THIS
WEEK

LAST
WEEK

LAST
YEAR

AVERAGE
1997-2001

Harvesting Progress:
   Apples 70 67 80 75
   Corn, for grain 76 69 64 57
   Sorghum 30 20 49 35
   Soybeans 19 7 26 19
Tobacco, stripped 5 2 8 4
Crop Progress:
   Soybeans, dropping leaves 78 64 80 70
Small Grain Seeding:
   Barley 69 56 63 55
   Winter Wheat 33 24 20 19
Hay Harvested:
   Other hay, 4th cutting 60 40 87 81
   Alfalfa, 4th cutting 85 82 91 84
   Alfalfa, 5th cutting 26 6 58 35

CROP CONDITION FOR WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 13, 2002 (PERCENT)
Condition Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent
Barley 0 0 9 75 16
Winter Wheat 0 1 15 74 10
Range & Pasture 11 22 39 24 4
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